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Federal Maritime Commission § 503.57

§ 503.56 General declassification pol-
icy.

(a) The Commission exercises declas-
sification and downgrading authority
in accordance with section 3.1 of Exec-
utive Order 12356, only over that infor-
mation originally classified by the
Commission under previous Executive
orders. Declassification and downgrad-
ing authority may be exercised by the
Commission Chairman and the Com-
mission Security Officer, and such oth-
ers as the Chairman may designate.
Commission personnel may not declas-
sify information originally classified
by other agencies.

(b) The Commission does not now
have original classification authority
nor does it have in its possession any
documents that it originally classified
when it had such authority. The Com-
mission has authorized the Archivist of
the United States to automatically de-
classify information originally classi-
fied by the Commission and under its
exclusive and final declassification ju-
risdiction at the end of 20 years from
the date of original classification.

§ 503.57 Mandatory review for declas-
sification.

(a) Information originally classified
by the Commission shall be subject to
a review for declassification by the
Commission, if:

(1) A request is made by a United
States citizen or permanent resident
alien, a federal agency, or a state or
local government; and

(2) A request describes the documents
or material containing the information
with sufficient specificity to enable the
Commission to locate it with a reason-
able amount of effort. Requests with
insufficient description of the material
will be returned to the requester for
further information.

(b) Requests for mandatory declas-
sification reviews of documents origi-
nally classified by the Commission
shall be in writing, and shall be sent to
the Security Officer, Federal Maritime
Commission, Washington, DC 20573.

(c) If the request requires the provi-
sion of services by the Commission,
fair and equitable fees may be charged
under title 5 of the Independent Offices
Appropriation Act, 65 Stat. 290, 31
U.S.C 483a.

(d) Requests for mandatory declas-
sification reviews shall be acknowl-
edged by the Commission within 15
days of the date of receipt of such re-
quests.

(e) If the document was originally
classified by the Commission, the Com-
mission Security Officer shall forward
the request to the Chairman of the
Commission for a determination of
whether the document should be de-
classified.

(f) If the document was derivatively
classified by the Commission or origi-
nally classified by another agency, the
request, the document, and a rec-
ommendation for action shall be for-
warded to the agency with the original
classification authority. The Commis-
sion may, after consultation with the
originating agency, inform the re-
quester of the referral.

(g) If a document is declassified in its
entirety, it may be released to the re-
quester, unless withholding is other-
wise warranted under applicable law. If
a document or any part of it is not de-
classified, the Security Officer shall
furnish the declassified portions to the
requester unless withholding is other-
wise warranted under applicable law,
along with a brief statement concern-
ing the reasons for the denial of the re-
mainder, and the right to appeal that
decision to the Commission within 60
days.

(h) If a declassification determina-
tion cannot be made within 45 days,
the requester shall be advised that ad-
ditional time is needed to process the
request. Final determination shall be
made within one year from the date of
receipt unless there are unusual cir-
cumstances.

(i) In response to a request for infor-
mation under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, the Privacy Act of 1974, or the
mandatory review provisions of Execu-
tive Order 12356, the Commission shall
refuse to confirm or deny the existence
or non-existence of requested informa-
tion whenever the fact of its existence
or non-existence is itself classifiable
under Executive Order 12356.
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